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Hospital Sunday.
THE annual collection of the Metropolitan Hospital Sunday

Fund is held somewhat later than usual this year owing to
the incidence of Easter and of the feasts of the Church

dependent upon it. This should be of no disadvantage to the
Fund, because in the middle of the month of June London is
at its fullest, and the depressing influence of a late and chilly
spring has given place to the sunshine and genial warmth
of summer. We sincerely hope that the ordinary attrac-
tions of the season, combined with those presented by
an international exhibition of unusual importance, may
be found to have brought into oar midst a host of visitors
who will not forget amid their own pleasures the needs of
others whose lot is one of poverty and suffering. We do

not grudge any the enjoyment of those amusements upon
which money is so freely spent by all classes of the com-

munity according to their individual tastes and their different
degrees of personal wealth; but we do not shut our eyes
to the fact that the sums devoted to pleasure and luxury in
the present day are very large and that they tend to in.
crease, and we cannot believe that the excuse of " hard

times" can justly be put forward by all those who may be

tempted to plead exceptional and temporary poverty in reply
to the claims of charity. Oar country is at peace with the

world, and if the period of tranquillity which has followed
the long anxious years of war in South Africa has not proved
to be a time of great commercial prosperity the signs of the
commencement of better conditions are not wanting, and
all must hope to see them reflected in the total received

by the Fund from the general public in 1908.
The supply cannot possibly rise to a point in excess

of the urgent demand, and even if the present year

were to beat the records of those which are past there
would still be need for more in the future. The

urgency of the need of the hospitals can be shown by a
glance at the statistics published last week, as in past
years, in our annual supplement issued on behalf of

the Fund. This urgency can best be judged by the

figures which display the vastness of the work performed.
The total amount contributed to the Metropolitan Hospital
Sunday Fund last year, including donations, was &pound;78,651.
This is a "record" total, a goodly sum indeed, repre-
senting the relief during the past year of an amount

of suffering not to be estimated in figures. Let

us, however, look at it with relation to the work

actually done by the hospitals aided by the Fund.

The statistics of the general hospitals alone, leaving special
hospitals and cottage hospitals out of consideration, show
that in these more than 70,000 in-patients were received i

during 1907. That is to say, the amount raised by the
Metropolitan Hospital Sunday Fund would have enabled

it to contribute a little more than &pound;1 towards the main-

tenance of each in-patient in the general hospitals if only
these had had to be assisted by it. But during the same

period the cottage hospitals and special hospitals between
them had more than 70,000 in-patients to provide with beds
and food, with professional care and nursing, and even then
we have to take into account further what is done for out-

patients, and a host of other subjects of hospital expenditure.
No, there is no fear that the income of the Metropolitan
Hospital Sunday Fund will be in excess of the needs of the
noble institutions which it strives to assist.

It must not be forgotten, moreover, that from the sum

above referred to, constituting though it does the largest
that the Metropolitan Hospital Sunday Fund has had at its
command in any one year since its inception, must be

deducted "donations" amounting to f.35,865, including
&pound;30,000 from the estate of Mr. GEORGE HERRING, before

we arrive at the contributions of the great general
public, the citizens of London, to whom the Fund

, specially looks for support and for the collection of

r whose charitable offerings it is peculiarly adapted. It

does not fall to the lot of many to be able to give
thousands of pounds, or even hundreds, in any one year
for a single charitable object, however deserving it may be or
however great may be the need for generous help. To those

in such fortunate circumstances the Metropolitan Hospital
Sunday Fund owes much, and representing as it does order
and method in the distribution of charity it is able to assure
them of the wise and economical spending of that which in
their generosity they may give : but it appeals with equal
urgency and with equal claims on the attention to those

i whose gifts are limited necessarily to pounds, to shillings,
or to pence. These may give to the full extent that

 their means allow, making perhaps an effort in order

that their alms shall exceed that which they contri-

l bute to the offertory at other times, but at the same time

e may not desire to display their liberality before their

d neighbours, or to have their offerings criticised by those who

d can afford larger sums. To them the collection on Hospital
Sunday affords an opportunity to do good, not, indeed, by
stealth, but without expecting or desiring to find fame, and
to them the self-denial which they impose upon themselves
in order that their gifts may be adequate, must rank with

" That best portion of a good man’s life,
His little, nameless, unremembered acts
Of kindness and of love."

Such acts of love and kindness bear their fruit unseen so far

as the efeact of the individual gift is concerned, but if any of
those who give to the Metropolitan Hospital Sunday Fund
desire to realise what it is that he is assisting let him stand

by the gates of one of our great general hospitals on the
afternoon of the day on which the collection is made, or on

any other Sunday, and let him watch the stream of relatives
and friends of patients entering to visit those who lie

within. If he has the opportunity let him one day go in
himself and scrutinise the faces of those who lie in the

wards ; let him wonder what their lot would have been if

the beds had not been there to receive them and if there had

not been for them the resources of medicine and surgery of

the same quality that his wealth and position would

command for the prince or the millionaire.
If, however, it may seem to most men, and to those in
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particular whose opportunities for observation and mental
powers enable them to form sound and just opinions, that
the hospitals of London viewed as a whole should receive the
support of the community without cavil or stint, it must not
be forgotten that they have their opponents and detractors.
The " antivivisectionist and the "antivaccinationist,"
with many other preachers of fads, whose belief in their

p9culiar form of fanaticism obscures the sounder judgment
of possibly kind-hearted and well-meaning persons, are not

always scrupulous in the. utterance of what in fact maybe
wholly baseless slanders, and it is much easier to manufacture
or to spread a slander than to combat or to stifle it. Every
time some cause of complaint, imaginary or having a founda-
tion in fact, arises against a hospital (the authorities govern-
ing which are but human beings and liable to error) there
are at once many to give circulation to the story, until it

assumes a form so exaggerated and distorted that the

original actors in the supposed incident would fail to

recognise either themselves or it. Against individual

hospitals also questions with regard to their expenditure
may arise or accusations may be made generally having
for their foundation the large sums annually needed and

spent by these great institutions in our vast metropolis.
Such ill report may tend to dry up the springs of charity, but
to all who may feel anxious about the management of our

hospitals the Metropolitan Hospital Sunday Fund can give
an adequate reply. With regard to questions of economy
in the administration of their incomes by the hospitals
and their general efficiency and organisation, the Fund

has done, and is doing, the very work which should win the
confidence of all who otherwise might be mistrustful. The

useful supervision which it has exercised in the past, the
care which it has exerted in the distribution of the public
money intrusted to it, have insured for all that their

alms shall not be spent improvidently or upon objects
not worthy of their charity. With regard to slanders

affecting individual institutions, or levelled against the

hospitals of London as a whole, they are best left to

disprove themselves under the observation of any who have
the opportunity to test their truth ; and if the hospitals have
some enemies let it be known that they have many thousands
of friends whose goodwill can be judged from the prosperity
of the Metropolitan Hospital Sunday Fund in the present
year. These friends will be men, women, and children of all

classes and of all religious creeds, who will be united in the

forwarding of a common end, just as in the wards of the

hospitals there are gathered together men, women, and

children, without distinction of creed or race, and with one

common qualification to admit them, the combination of

poverty with physical suffering.

The Research Defence Society.
As the present number of THE LANCET reaches many of

on readers’ hands the first general meeting of the Research
Defence Society is being held at the Royal Institution in
Albemarle-street, under the presidency of Lord CROMER.
We have already offered a cordial welcome to the new

society and have set forth both its objects and the methods

by which its founders will endeavour to attain them ; and to
this welcome we may now add a recognition of the happy

1 omen afforded by the locality in which the first meeting is
t assembled. The Royal Institution has for many years been
8the chosen home of physical science in its most advanced

h developments, and has been associated with some of the
, greatest of scientific discoveries. It has witnessed the
’ labours of DAVY, of FARADAY, of TYNDALL, and the

raccomplishment by their worthy successor, Sir JAMES.

: DEWAR, of many victories over some of the most stubborn
i conditions of nature ; but in its long career it has lent

itself to no more worthy or more valuable work than that
of spreading abroad a knowledge of the true aspects of the
experimental side of physiological inquiry, of the means by
which the results sought for are obtained, and of their value
in the extirpation of disease, in the prevention of suffering,
in the prolongation of life. The society is also, we

think, as fortunate in its choice of a President as in its

place of meeting. Lord CROMER is not, as far as we are

aware, a practical worker in either physical science or

physiology ; but he is a man who for many years has shown,
in a very difficult and very conspicuous position, an almost
unexampled power of seeing through the appearances of

things to their essentials, who has proved himself to be

unmoved by clamour and invulnerable against claptrap, and
whose first act, on relinquishment of his great office, was

to j astify his policy and his career in a book which shows
him to be as complete a master of lucid statement as of

practical administration. The public may feel entire con-

fidence that statements which are put forward under the
sanction and authority of Lord CROMER have been estab-
lished beyond the reach of cavil ; and that arguments
based upon these statements which have survived the ordeal

of his criticism are not likely to be refuted by any adver-
saries. He may be regarded, we think, as the average un-

physiological Englishman with his critical faculty raised to
the nth power, and with an earnest determination, such as
befits a man who has long exercised authority, that the
beliefs of his countrymen should be founded upon accurate
and sufficiently extensive information. We may be sure that

he has not consented to take the presidency of the new
society save after a complete study of the questions with
which it undertakes to deal. His presidential address will
be delivered at 5 P.M. this afternoon, Friday, June 19th. and
the meeting will later be addressed by Lord ROBERT CECIL,
Mr. WALTER LONG, Sir THOMAS BARLOW, and Mr. BUTLIN.
Without waiting for the presidential address the society

has already commenced its career of usefulness by the issue
of several leaflets, pamphlets, and other publications ; and
among these we are glad to be able to call special attention
to a reprint of the evidence given by Lord Justice

MOULTON before the Royal Commission on Vivisection.
This evidence, which was given more than a year ago>
and which but for the intervention of the society
would still be buried in the tomb furnished by an.

enormous folio, is now published for a shilling in a well-

printed octavo pamphlet of 80 pages and contains an

admirable and lucid statement of the case for science, as

opposed to that put forward by fanaticism or ignorance.
The Lord Justice commenced his evidence by saying that
he had long foreseen the coming of a time when the justify
cation of scientific research in connexion with curative science

would be examined, and that he had noticed the tendency of


